
Summerside has become a strategic choice for some of the 
world’s leading aerospace companies like Honeywell, Standard 
Aero, Tronos, and MDS Coating. Why? Summerside’s unique 
blend of location advantages, pro-business government 
policies, and a highly skilled workforce has made it a power-
house in the Maintenance, Repair, and Overhaul (MRO) sector.

For over 30 years, these industry leaders have thrived here, 
consistently expanding and reinvesting in this competitive and 
fast-growing market. With one of the most favourable business 
climates in North America, including a provincial corporate 
tax-free zone for Aerospace companies, Summerside provides 
aerospace firms with the opportunity to scale efficiently and 
maintain a competitive edge in the global market.

Industry Growth and Opportunities Aerospace MRO is now 
one of Prince Edward Island’s fastest-growing industries, with 
annual sales exceeding $400 million. Supported by a strong 
base of international companies, the sector employs over 1,350 
skilled professionals. In just the past five years, international 
revenues have tripled, positioning aerospace engines as one of 
the province’s top exports.

Slemon Park Aerospace Centre—A Competitive Edge 
Summerside’s Slemon Park Aerospace Centre is designed for 
companies to succeed in the global MRO marketplace, offering 
substantial cost advantages and access to cutting-edge infra-
structure. The province’s exclusive Aerospace Tax Rebate pro-
gram, the only aviation-specific tax initiative in Canada, includes:

•	 Full annual rebate on corporate income tax paid to the province 

•	 Full rebate on real property tax for owned or leased space
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•	 Private, full-service FBO airport
•	 8,000 x 120-foot runway
•	 Jet A-1 fuel (with FSII additive)  

and Avgas (100LL) are available
•	 Ample airspace without scheduled 

passenger traffic
•	 Low landing and facility fees
•	 Heated hangars from 33,000 to 

88,000 sq. ft. with 30-50 ft. ceilings
•	 300+ VFR days annually
•	 Automated Weather  

Observing System
•	 Extensive ramp space

KEY INFRA-
STRUCTURE 
HIGHLIGHTS 
AT SLEMON 
PARK: 



Global Reach: With access to 15 trade agreements spanning 51 
countries, Canada offers a direct route to 1.5 billion consumers. 

Stability and Sustainability: Canada ranks #2 in the G7 for 
political stability and #1 for the Green Future Index.

Strategic Location: PEI is only four time zones away from San 
Francisco and London, UK, facilitating global business operations.

Workforce and Growth: PEI boasts one of the highest  
labour participation rates in Canada, with an average job tenure 
of 8.7 years. Summerside’s population growth reached a record 
high of 7.8% from 2016 to 2021.

Regional Assets:
•	 Home to 25 post-secondary institutions, ensuring a continu-

ous pipeline of skilled graduates.
•	 A regional GDP of $114.3 billion with a population of 2.61  

million.
•	 Ports that enable global shipping within days, enhancing 

supply chain efficiency.
•	 PEI led Canada with the highest population growth rate in 

2023, reflecting the area’s expanding economy and vibrant 
community.

Quality of Life:
•	 The median sale price for Summerside houses 

was $315,000, offering affordable living in 
a vibrant community.

•	 An average commute of just 10 minutes 
ensures a balanced lifestyle with 

minimal traffic congestion.

COMPELLING ADVANTAGES OF  
INVESTING IN SUMMERSIDE:

COST 
EFFICIENCY
Summerside offers aerospace companies 
annual cost savings of 20–45% compared 
to other Canadian cities. For example, a 
business with 100 employees, occupying 
30,000 sq. ft. and generating $40 million 
in sales can realize returns of $4.0 million 
—over $1.5 million more than in other  
major cities. When benchmarked against 
U.S. and European markets, these advan-
tages can translate into tens of millions in 
long-term profit growth, making Summer-
side an attractive location for scaling your 
business and maximizing shareholder 
value. Compared to cities in the U.S. and 
Europe, cost savings can even be doubled. 
This substantial financial advantage allows 
businesses to operate more efficiently 
and reinvest in growth.

Position Your Business for Success:
Summerside’s aerospace ecosystem is 
built for growth, offering businesses a 
rare combination of low operational costs, 
government incentives, and a skilled 
workforce.  Join the global leaders who 
have already discovered the strategic 
advantages of Summerside Aerospace.

Summerside is an 
ideal choice for 
businesses aiming 
to lower costs



“We are a global aircraft engine 
MRO corporation. From the 
small City of Summerside, our 
staff of 450 services engines 
from every corner of the globe. 
Our facility is a Centre of Excel-
lence, which is a testament to 
our fantastic team and company 
morale.“

Mike MacDougall, Supply Chain 
Manager at StandardAero

“
Source: 21FSP, Summerside FDI Cost Calculator

Discover the future of Aerospace  
Innovation—invest in Summerside  
today and maximize your return.   

For more information contact:

Michael Thususka
Director of Economic Development
City of Summerside
275 Fitzroy Street
Summerside, PE C1N 1H9
Canada

E. mike@summerside.ca
W. bigpossibilities.ca
W. summersidexchange.com



Our Value Proposition:
A CLEAR FOCUS ON 
BUSINESS SUCCESS
Every city embodies a unique identity shaped by its residents 
and businesses. However, for investors, the lens shifts to  
economic potential. To stand out and attract business, a city 
must communicate its value proposition clearly.

Summerside’s proposition is built on partnering to enhance 
your business success, sustainability, and profitability. We  
emphasize competitive advantages, technology commercial-
ization, and risk reduction to accelerate companies’ time to 
market and long-term growth within our community.

While financial incentives matter, real success comes from 
collaboration and partnership. Our city offers robust infra-
structure, open data initiatives, and streamlined processes 
that support business achievement. We aim to smooth the 
path to profitability and ensure businesses grow sustainably, 
reinvesting in our city.

Our brand promise is backed by key advantages:

Comprehensive Support: Our system, 
backed by government initiatives, supports 
your business at every stage—ensuring you 
have the resources to thrive.

Robust Infrastructure: City-owned 
utilities and renewable energy assets enable 
innovative projects and pilot programs.

Long-Term Partnerships: We focus on 
lasting relationships for shared growth and 
success.

Data-Driven Insights: Utilize extensive 
data to make informed business decisions 
confidently.

First Passive Industrial Business  
Incubator: Benefit from a sustainable 
business incubator designed for operational 
efficiency.

Direct Access: Connect promptly with 
decision-makers for swift business support.

Professional Network: Access a wide net-
work of legal, financial, and industry experts.

Risk Reduction: Integrate smoothly into our 
established infrastructure to minimize risks.

Faster Returns: Utilize over 20 years of 
commercialization experience to boost  
profitability.

Proven Expertise: Benefit from our 100+ 
years of innovation, supported by testimoni-
als and case studies.

Comprehensive Support: Get end-to-end 
business support, backed by government 
initiatives, for growth at every stage.

WHY CHOOSE 
SUMMERSIDE? 

TAILORED SUPPORT 
FOR GROWTH 
Summerside offers tailored support options, a cost-effective 
business model, and proof-of-concept testing through the  
Summerside Xchange. Our expertise in market development and 
innovation investments ensures seamless business operations.

Ideal Sectors for Expansion
Summerside provides unparalleled opportunities for busi-
nesses in Clean Tech, Aerospace, Information Technology 
(including AI), and Manufacturing.

Ready to Grow?
Contact Mike Thususka at 
mike@summerside.ca to learn
more, or visit our websites  
www.bigpossibilities.ca and 
www.summersidexchange.com
to explore commercialization
and expansion opportunities.

Invest in Summerside Aerospace—a Proven Hub for Global MRO Leaders


